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T he:w wﬂlched Ron §

“ the Colorado Golf' Associallon Junior
- Malﬁh‘ﬁ? Championship Thursday.

" Spe witehed collonwoods whip in
the wind &l da’s Tndian Tree Golf
Club, Canada geese wandering around the
coursg, Lhe el Iding over the moun-
tains 4o t oes. He watched
anything bul 1o

“My f-.lnllel.,y .4.II day w.m nol 1o look at
his shols,” Speaker said alter defealing
Wherry 2-and-1 in the championship flight
finul. “He hils it loo far to walch it |
“didn't want Lo drool,”

akei‘-{vi;l

It paid off with the inpil;m.'ﬂw the
17th hole. Wherry mtﬁ&{; the 45- fool birdie
dllempl he needed Lo slasialive as Speak-
er, true Lo form, gazed 1 *;;"T ard over the
Jefferson County landseape. “IL jusl eals
al you" to walt:h all like thatl roll

Loward the cup, he

After: Wherry's putt shpped pasl the .

Speake Looks Other Way to Win J umof

look-elsewhere strategy and the feeling
Lthat, as a college sludent, his ego couldn't
handle losing in a tournament of predomi-
nantly high school players, Speaker Look
the title in the rext-to-last junior tourna-
ment for which he was eligible before he
Aurns 19.

. He breezed to a 6-and-5 semifinal win

hole, Speaker lurned back Lo the green and. r*ﬂ"-’E!' Jeff Capaldi of Forl Collins Thursday

tapped in a one-footer for the deciding par
“I've never played well in match play,"”

said the new champion, a Greeley product

who just finished his freshman year on a
Universily of Colorado golf scholarship. In
four previous years in the CGA event, "1
never gol past my second match,” he said.

That ¢hanged this week. Armed with his

morning, then squared off with Wherry,
playing in his second fitle match in lwo
yvears, in the afternoon.

Lasl year, Wherry was victimized by ex-
Cherry Creek leammate Doug Bakke, who
made an 80-yard wedge shol on the 18th
hole at The Ranch Country Club for a 1-up
vietory.

This "time, he defeated fellow Bruin
graduate Brandl Jobe 5-and-4 in the other
morning semifinal. Bul it was Speaker’s
steady overall game which more than
compensaled for Wherry's thundering Lee
shots i the championship. . :

The deciding holes may have been No.
13 and No. 14. Wherry had climbed to with-
in one of the leader with a mrdie at 12. Bul
he missed a par opportunity with a5
chip and two putls at the par-
Speaker scrambled to his bog
the hole after an erranl tee shol.

Then Wharry blasled his drive outl of
bounds on the par-d 14th, where his big hil-
ting could have been an advanlage and,

instead of being even, handed Epéﬁker a 2-

up advantage. "I knéw 1 had (o birdie al-

ler Lhal, and I didn'l doit,’" he said.
speaker’s strategy caused a problem on

thal hole, when he said, “Nice," after his
yponent's drive, unaware that it had left

#he course. Bul he apologized, and Wherry

endorsed the no-peek plan after the match.
“That's smart, to just play the goll
aurse and naj worry about what the other
¢'s doing,” the runner-up said.
Wherry may try it himself in 1984, if the
r Lﬁtnt!mn dates allow him another shot
al the junior tournament following a vear
dl Texas-lK1 Paso. No maller where his
gaze, he'd like one more chance to look for
an elusive crown.




